Collect for  4th  Sunday of Advent
God our redeemer, who prepared the 

Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son:

grant that, as she looked fo his coming as our

saviour, so we may be ready to greet him

when he comes again as our judge; who is alive

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.


       Amen
Prayer after  Communion        

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed

Virgin Mary to be the mother of the promised 

saviour: fill us your servants with your grace,

that in all things we may embrace your holy will

and with her rejoice in your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.````````````               Amen
Blackburn Diocesan Prayer                                              
Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us to make disciples, to be witnesses to grow leaders and inspire children and young people. Give us eyes to see your vision, ears to hear the prompting of your Spirit and courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.                     





        Amen  
Please remember also in your prayers
Anyone serving in the Armed Forces

Our partner parish of Ohlendorf-Mahner in Germany

King Charles 111        Catherine Princess of Wales. 

Bradley Coates
We pray for Bradley as he continues his course. 

Those who live on....
Water Street    Waverledge Street   Wellington Street  

Wesley Court    West Street

Those who have asked  for our prayers……
John Gray Snr.      Terry Butterworth     Susan Jackson  

Joyce Horrocks      Anthony   John Wood      Jason     

Nigel Brooke     Emma Boyle   Ken Duckworth    

Alex Watt      Marian Smart

 Those who need our continuing prayers…….
Sue Penfold   Stuart Jackson   Ann Coates   Vic Hall  

For those who are in care or housebound.....
Vera Grimes         Andrew Baird          Noleen Walker       Joan Taylor     Milda Houghton         Mabel Heap         Constance Cartmel   Hazel Burks     Barbara Jackson   Sylvia Henderson 

From the Book of  Remembrance
Catherine Truman    Ellen Dobson    Maud Stubbing

Harry Dugdale
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4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A VERY WARM WELCOME   to St. Bartholomew's for worship today.  Please ask if there is anything you need to know, or help you would like

YOUR FIRST VISIT?   or been away?

Please fill in and hand in a welcome card. 

Children are always very welcome.  “Busy Bags to help young children feel included are  at the back, please ask. We have a Crèche at the back of church for babies and toddlers. There is a toilet in the extension with baby changing facilities. 
A COLLECTION  PLATE is at the back of church   for Church work; if you are a tax payer, please make your gift worth 25% more by using the gift-aid envelopes supplied.  Please also ask  about ways to give regularly,  or use our 'Contactless card payment machine' for any donations

             Please check you mobile phone                                    
   is on silent or switched off.
Sunday & Other Services

Sunday            

8.30am              Breakfast Church



10.00am            Holy Communion

6.30pm             Candlelight Carol Service

Christmas Eve

6.00pm

Crib Service

11.45pm
Midnight Eucharist. 
Christmas Day   

10.00am          Holy Communion 

Next Sunda  29th  December . 2024

 8.30am
Breakfast Church


10.00am
Holy Communion

FOOD BANK  Once a month we are going to be making a FOOD BANK effort.  each month   will be donations of   “SNACK TYPE THINGS FOR CHILDENS LUNCHES”     Pot Noodles, Crisps, Biscuit type things, Beans, Soups. Fruit Shoots etc.    Thankyou for your donations.
READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY
Old                      Micah         5                 2-5a

New

 Hebrews    10                5-10

Gospel

 Luke           1   39-45 (46-55)
IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS SICK                                             At home or in hospital please ring                                         Rev Graham             Tel: 01254 801374                       
FOR ANYONE NEEDING PRAYER                                     or wishing to put themselves, or others with their permission, on the  Prayer  for Healing & Wholeness list  would you  please contact:                             Christine    Tel: 01254 876996  
WHO DO I ASK?                                     WEDDINGS:                                                                                                To arrange a wedding, either speak to                                         Rev Graham after Sunday 10.00am service                           or ring the Vicarage Tel:  01254 801374
BAPTISM
To arrange a Baptism, ask to speak to either  

Margaret or Christine after Sunday 10.00am 

service or ring the Parish Office 01254 829240
REMEMBRANCE BOOK      If you would like to have your loved one's name written   in    the Book of Remembrance speak to Cynthia, Tracey   or Olwen ring the Parish office   01254 829240
DURING THE SEVICE 
We welcome anyone who would normally take Communion in any Christian church to receive. 

If you prefer to receive a blessing please show  the  
    service sheet .  We have Gluten free wafers,      please ask

BIG BABY BANK APPEAL    ST. BARTS TOTS are collecting donations for the Big Baby Bank 
   Appeal  Items especially needed are packs of nappies, wipes, bottles and teats, and toiletries for new mums and babies.  here is a box at the back of church to collect these items.        Thank you for your help and support.          Thank you Maxine
WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK
Sunday            8.30am     Breakfast Church          Sunday          10.00am     Holy Communion 

Tuesday
Christmas Eve
  

  

6.00pm      Crib Service                                

11.45pm      Midnight Eucharist

Wednesday
Christmas Day                                        

10.00am    Holy Communion    


DATES FOR DIARIES                                   

Tuesday   24th Dec  6.00pm  Crib Service

Tuesday  24th Dec                                                

11.45pm  Midnight Eucharist. 

Wednesday 
Christmas Day                                      
          
10.00am Holy Communion 
RACHEL'S REFLECTION'S   
Good morning everyone. Here’s Rachel’s reflections for today. This week in an effort to find some moments of calm in the businesses of preparations, I’ve enjoyed some early morning running. Fully preparing the night before, extra layers for the cold along with hat and gloves and my head torch all laid out ready. I’ve discovered if I don’t have it ready to throw on, then the run simply doesn’t happen. It’s tempting to just go back to sleep when the alarm sounds. As extra support, my friend & I text each other to say we are up! 
This morning I set off and had everything I needed, wondering why it wasn’t raining as forecasters predicted. Half way up the hill (there’s not really anywhere in Harwood of the Great without a hill is there)?! My head torch went off. Everything went black. A minute later, eyes adjusted and I realised the moon was lighting my path. 

I arrived at my friend’s and we continued uphill. Once in the forest after a pause to hug a tree, my friend turned off her torch. We were mesmerised with the moon, the stars and we noticed the brightest star. An owl flew over us. We both said how blessed we are. 

Made me think, in the midst of a busy time, find some time to look for the Nods, they are there, you just have to notice them. 

I run back downhill, guided by the Christmas lights. The wise still seek Him.

A Nod From God. 

Christmas Blessings 

Rachel 
