Collect for   1st Sunday of Christmas
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us

in your own image and yet more wonderfully 

restored us through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,

so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.


     Amen
Prayer after  Communion        

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at

Nazareth the life of an earthly home: help your 

Church to live as one family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all at  last to our home in heaven; through Jesus Christ  our Lord.
     Amen
Blackburn Diocesan Prayer                                              
Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us to make disciples, to be witnesses to grow leaders and inspire children and young people. Give us eyes to see your vision, ears to hear the prompting of your Spirit and courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.                     





     Amen  
Please remember also in your prayers
Anyone serving in the Armed Forces

King Charles 111       

Bradley Coates
We pray for Bradley as he continues his course. 

Safe Guarding Officer -Olwen Sudders.                                                
We pray for Olwen 

St. Bartholomew's  Safe Guarding Officer

Those who live on..
Westcliffe     Westwell Street     Whalley Banks

Whalley Road 
Those who have asked  for our prayers……
John Gray Snr.      Terry Butterworth     Susan Jackson  

Joyce Horrocks      Anthony       John Wood    Nigel Brooke     Emma Boyle       Ken Duckworth      Sue Coates     Tracey  

Joyce Miller     Vicki Snedden

Those who need our continuing prayers…….
Stuart Jackson      Ann Coates      Vic Hall  

For those who are in care or housebound.....
Vera Grimes         Andrew Baird          Noleen Walker    

Joan Taylor         Hazel Burks   Sylvia Henderson 
Noreen Price      Ann Shepherd     
For the recently bereaved family and friends of …...

Sue Penfold      June Newton     Mabel Heap  

From the Book of  Remembrance
Frank Almond      Gladys Caldwell     Alexander Chadwick

Barry Whatley   Margaret Horner     Amy Scholes                Jack Greem   Jack Walker    Andrew Gibson  Colin Embley     Herbert Caldwell    Stella Baxter  John Speak   Leonard Chew
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1ST  SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
A VERY WARM WELCOME   to St. Bartholomew's for worship today.  Please ask if there is anything you need to know, or help you would like

YOUR FIRST VISIT?   or been away?

Please fill in and hand in a welcome card. 

Children are always very welcome.  “Busy Bags to help young children feel included are  at the back, please ask. We have a Crèche at the back of church for babies and toddlers. There is a toilet in the extension with baby changing facilities. 
A COLLECTION  PLATE is at the back of church   for Church work; if you are a tax payer, please make your gift worth 25% more by using the gift-aid envelopes supplied.  Please also ask  about ways to give regularly,  or use our 'Contactless card payment machine' for any donations

             Please check you mobile phone                                    
   is on silent or switched off.
Sunday & Other Services

Sunday            

8.30am             Breakfast Church   



10.00am           Holy Communion 

Wednesday     

10.00am          Holy Communion 

Next Sunday   4th January 2026
       

 8.30am           Breakfast Church
           

10.00am          Holy Communio

FOOD BANK  Once a month we are going to be making a FOOD BANK effort.  this month  we will be collecting Italian Food,Pasta/Sauces  etc.  Thankyou for your donations.        
READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY                                          
Old Testament      Jeremiah             31              15-17

New Testament   1 Corinthians         1               11-14

Gospel                Matthew                 2               13-18
IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS SICK                     
At home or in hospital please ring                                            Rev Graham             Tel: 01254 801374                           FOR ANYONE NEEDING PRAYER                               OR wishing to put themselves, or others with their permission, on the  Prayer  for Healing &
 Wholeness list  would you  please contact:      Christine    Tel: 01254 876996  
WHO DO I ASK?                                
     WEDDINGS:                                                                                                To arrange a wedding, either speak to                                         Rev Graham after Sunday 10.00am service                           or ring the Vicarage Tel:  01254 801374
BAPTISM                                                                To arrange a Baptism, ask to speak to either  Margaret or Christine after Sunday 10.00am service or ring the Parish Office 01254 829240        


     REMEMBRANCE BOOK      If you would like to have your loved one's name written   in    the Book of Remembrance speak to Cynthia, Les  or Olwen ring the Parish office   01254 829240
DURING THE SERVICE 
We welcome anyone who would normall takeCommunion in any Christian church to receive. 

If you prefer to receive a blessing please show  the      service sheet   We have Gluten free wafers,          please ask.                                             
SAFEGUARDING  NOTICE 
                                                    If you or someone you know may be a victim of domestic abuse please phone our local helpline on 01254 879855 where s Someone is available for a confidential chat between 10.00am - 4.00pm on Mon-Thurs & 10.00am - 3.00pm on Fri. Alternatively there is a 24 hour national helpline on 080 2000 247
MU Notice     Just a gentle reminder that our AGM will be held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 2.30pm at which our members and prospective members will be asked to pay on the day our Annual Subscription Fee, which this year will be £35.00. I look forward to seeing you all again and to renewing  our fellowship at this meeting.  With all good wishes for the New Year       Margaret M x
THANKYOU                                                                                    The Flower Committee wish to thank all those who sponsored a Christmas candle or donated towards the cost of Christmas flowers. Without your help and interest we would not be able to decorate church as we do,     Thanks, Brenda X
WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK
Sunday              8.30am           Breakfast Church         Sunday            10.00am           Holy Communion     
                                  

Tuesday            St. Barts Tots  HOLIDAY
Wednesday    
  Tai Chi             HOLIDAY    
 Wednesday     10.00am           HOLY Communion                                                                  

DATES FOR DIARIES
Wednesday 14th January 2026     2.30pm            Mothers Union Annual General Meeting. 
AT THE BACK OF CHURCH THERE IS A          PETITION TO HELP FOR THE NON CLOSURE OF WOODLANDS CARE HOME CLAYTON LE MOORS
 RACHELS REFLECTIONS   
Good morning everyone. Here’s Rachel’s reflections for today. This week I’ve really enjoyed time with my little family celebrating Christmas. Good food punctuated with good films and the odd game. Not in the least spoiled by the musical whistles we won in our crackers, which soon became evident that whilst 50% off, only 50% of them worked! Despite our conductor Meg’s best efforts, other than Jingle Bells, there’s not many other songs you can whistle with only 3 or 4 notes! Well you get what you pay for!
Then, came the jokes, just 2 repeats this year, (Why are Advent Calendars getting harder to buy?),which on the second telling was interesting to see who had actually been listening the first time! (Neither of the men round the table apparently)!
Made me think, which parts of this Christmas would I remember? Probably the laughter, not at anyone, but with each other.
As we approach the new year, I’m reminded of the Angel Gabriel
‘Do Not Be Afraid.’ Luke 1:30
It’s repeated several times in the Bible (for those who weren’t listening the first time)!
As I write, we’ve put ‘The Wheel’ on TV. One of the questions
‘Why are Advent Calendars getting harder to buy?’
A Nod From God
God Bless

Rachel 
