Collect for  the Second Sunday of Advent
O Lord, raise up we pray, your power and come     among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sin and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set   before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may    speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ     your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory now and for ever. Amen
Prayer after  Communion        
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the  world and will send him again to be our judge: give      us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity      of his first coming that, when he comes again,              we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and     firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen
Blackburn Diocesan Prayer                                              
Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us to make disciples, to be witnesses to grow leaders and inspire   children and young people. Give us eyes to see your      vision, ears to hear the prompting of your Spirit and     courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son,                      our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.                       Amen  
Please remember also in your prayers
Anyone serving in the Armed Forces

Bradley Coates
We pray for Bradley as he continues his course. 

Safe Guarding Officer - Olwen Sudders.                                                
We pray for Olwen 

St. Bartholomew's  Safe-Guarding Officer

Those who live on..
South View        Spencer Grove       Spring Avenue                        Springfield Road      Station Road       Tan House Lane 

Those who have asked  for our prayers……
John Gray Snr.      Terry Butterworth     Susan Jackson  

   Joyce Horrocks         Anthony       John Wood                   Nigel Brooke     Emma Boyle       Ken Duckworth               
Sue Coates     Tracey     Joyce Miller
Those who need our continuing prayers…….
Sue Penfold   Stuart Jackson   Ann Coates   Vic Hall  

For those who are in care or housebound.....
Vera Grimes         Andrew Baird          Noleen Walker    

Joan Taylor         Mabel Heap    Hazel Burks   

Sylvia Henderson   Noreen Price      Ann Shepherd     

For those recently Bereaved

Allen Birch

From the Book of  Remembrance
Robert Scholes      Peter Morgan    
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A VERY WARM WELCOME   to St. Bartholomew's for worship today.  Please ask if there is anything you need to know, or help you would like

YOUR FIRST VISIT?   or been away?

Please fill in and hand in a welcome card. 

Children are always very welcome.  “Busy Bags to help young children feel included are at the back, please ask. We have a Crèche at the back of church for babies and toddlers. There is a toilet in the extension with baby changing facilities. 
A  COLLECTION  PLATE is at the back of church   for Church work; if you are a tax payer, please make your gift worth 25% more by using the gift-aid envelopes supplied.  Please also ask about ways to  give regularly, or use our 'Contactless card payment machine' for any donations

             Please check you mobile phone                                    
   is on silent or switched off.
Sunday & Other Services

Sunday            

8.30am             Breakfast Church   



10.00am           Holy Communion 

 3.00pm           Christingle Service
Wednesday     

10.00am          Holy Communion 

Next Sunday   14th December  2025

       

 8.30am           
Breakfast Church
           

10.00am          
Holy Communion

FOOD BANK  Once a month we are going to be making a FOOD BANK effort.  this month  we will be collecting Italian Food,Pasta/Sauces  etc.  Thankyou for your donations.        
READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY                                  
Old Testament     Isaiah 

11
1 - 10
New Testament   Romans 
             15
4 - 13  

Gospel                Matthew

 3
1 - 12
IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS SICK                    
At home or in hospital please ring                                            Rev Graham             Tel: 01254 801374    
FOR ANYONE NEEDING PRAYER                              OR wishing to put themselves, or others with their permission, on the  Prayer  for Healing &  Wholeness list  would you  please contact:      Christine    Tel: 01254 876996  
WHO DO I ASK?                                
     WEDDINGS:                                                                                                To arrange a wedding, either speak to Rev Graham after Sunday 10.00am service  or ring the Vicarage Tel:  01254 801374
BAPTISM                                                                To arrange a Baptism, ask to speak to either Margaret or Christine after Sunday 10.00am service or ring the Parish Office 01254 829240 
REMEMBRANCE BOOK                                               If you would like to have your loved one's name written  in  the Book of Remembrance speak to Cynthia, Tracey or Olwen,  or ring the Parish office   01254 829240
DURING THE SERVICE 
We welcome anyone who would normally take Communion in any Christian church to receive. If you prefer to receive a blessing please show the service sheet   We have Gluten free wafers, please ask.
SAFEGUARDING  NOTICE 
                                                    If you or someone you know may be a victim of domestic   abuse please phone our local helpline on 01254 879855      where someone is available for a confidential chat between 10.00am - 4.00pm on Mon-Thurs & 10.00am - 3.00pm on Fri. Alternatively there is a 24 hour helpline on 080 2000 247
Flower Committee

Christmas candles with your dedication in memory of              loved ones can be sponsored for £5.00 each.

Donations are welcome towards the cost of fresh flowers            for the Altar arrangements.

A box with cards and envelopes is available at the back               of church.  Please return all cards and  donations to the                   box by Sunday 14th December.

STUDY BOOKS  Advent study books are available at the back of church.  We will meet each Wednesday during advent at 7.00pm in Church to discuss the material.

TAI CHI




             Please note that there will be no Tai Chi      on 24th and 31st December.   Thanks.



            





         WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK
Sunday              8.30am     Breakfast Church         Sunday            10.00am     Holy Communion Tuesday            St. Barts Tots                           Wednesday    
  8.45am     Tai Chi                     Wednesday     10.00am     Holy Communion Wednesday
  7.00pm     Study Group   
DATES FOR DIARIES
SUNDAY  7th December  3.00pm 



       Christingle Service in Church
THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER                  
   Church Christmas Lunch  at Churchfield House.  12.30pm  
SUNDAY  21st December  6.30pm                 Carol Service in Church
ST BARTS 50/50 CLUB                          Subscriptions for 2026 (£24 per number) are  due in December. Members who pay by cheque, rather that standing order, are asked to give their cheque to Les or Olwen by 15 December. Please see Les if you would like to change from cheque to standing order.     Forms are available at the back of Church should you wish to join!


                             Thanks    Les
RACHELS REFLECTIONS   Good morning everyone.  Here’s Rachel’s reflections for today.
This week I’ve really enjoyed a festive trip up to Edinburgh. I went with my Abbie (my eldest).      We had a fantastic time exploring the city. Walking up lots of steps & hills! With amazing views of the castle and the Christmas lights were stunning.  We also had a lovely night in a hotel.

Made me think, forming new moments in a relationship is important.  It prevents us taking each other for granted. I remember with fondness the first Christmas with my new baby, yet this one feels even more special.

When looking at baby Jesus in the manger, let’s remember to reaffirm our relationship with Him. Don’t take each other for granted, oh, and look    up to the lights!

I’m putting my little church mouse from St Giles cathedral on my mantle piece, it can stay all year to remind me.  




        

       A Nod From God







Rachel 
