Collect for      4th  Sunday of Lent
Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their offences,

that through your bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins which by our frailty we have committed; grant this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
      Amen
Prayer after  Communion        
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour

gave his back to the smiters and did not hide his

face from shame: give us grace to endure the

sufferings of this present time with sure confidence

 in the glory that shall be revealed; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.                                          Amen
Blackburn Diocesan Centenary Prayer                                              

Heavenly Father, in our centenary year we rededicate 

ourselves and our Diocese to you.  Send the Holy Spirit to give us confidence in our witness, generosity in our service, and love for our neighbours, that our church may be renewed and many come home to you, through your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.     Amen          





       
Please remember also in your prayers
Anyone serving in the Armed Forces

King Charles 111       

Bradley Coates
We pray for Bradley as he continues his course. 

Safe Guarding Officer -Olwen Sudders.                                                
We pray for Olwen 

St. Bartholomew's  Safe Guarding Officer

Those who live on..
Causeway     Charles Street     Charter Brook

Chatburn Close        Chaucer Gradens
Those who have asked  for our prayers……
John Gray Snr.      Terry Butterworth     Susan Jackson  

Joyce Horrocks      Anthony       John Wood    Nigel Brooke     Emma Boyle       Ken Duckwortth     Tracey     Vicki Snedden     

Those who need our continuing prayers…….
Stuart Jackson      Ann Coates      Vic Hall  

For those who are in care or housebound.....
Noleen Walker    Joan Taylor         Hazel Burks  

Sylvia Henderson      Noreen Price      Ann Shepherd     

For the recently bereaved family of.......
Brian Bland

From the Book of  Remembrance
Robert Beaumont    Yvonne Robinson    Clifford Haworth

Granville Pilling    Alan Horrocks
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4th    SUNDAY OF LENT
A VERY WARM WELCOME   to St. Bartholomew's for worship today.  Please ask if there is anything you need to know, or help you would like

YOUR FIRST VISIT?   or been away?

Please fill in and hand in a welcome card. 

Children are always very welcome.  “Busy Bags to help young children feel included are  at the back, please ask. We have a Crèche at the back of church for babies and toddlers. There is a toilet in the extension with baby changing facilities. 
A COLLECTION  PLATE is at the back of church   for Church work; if you are a tax payer, please make your gift worth 25% more by using the gift-aid envelopes supplied.  Please also ask  about ways to give regularly,  or use our 'Contactless card payment machine' for any donations

             Please check you mobile phone                                    
   is on silent or switched off.
Sunday & Other Services

Sunday            

8.30am             Breakfast Church   




10.00am           Holy Communion  

Wednesday    

10.00am          Holy Communion with                 8.00pm
           Compline all through Lent. 

Next Sunday    22nd March  2026      
            

 8.30am            Breakfast Church

                      

10.00am           Holy Communion 

FOOD BANK  We are collecting any donations of food for the FOOD BANK  any items of food will be appreciated. 
READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY                                   
Old Testament      1 Samuel            16                     1-13       

New Testament     Ephesians           5                      8-14

Gospel                  John                  9                     1-41
IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS SICK                At home or in hospital please ring  
Rev Graham   Tel: 01254 801374      
FOR ANYONE NEEDING PRAYER                               OR wishing to put themselves, or others with their permission, on the  Prayer  for Healing &
 Wholeness list  would you  please contact:      Christine    Tel: 01254 876996  
WHO DO I ASK?                                
     WEDDINGS:                                                                                                To arrange a wedding, either speak to                                         Rev Graham after Sunday 10.00am service                           or ring the Vicarage Tel:  01254 801374
BAPTISM                                                                To arrange a Baptism, ask to speak to either  Margaret or Christine after Sunday 10.00am service or ring the Parish Office 01254 829240   

 REMEMBRANCE BOOK      If you would like to have your loved one's name written   in    the Book of Remembrance speak to Cynthia, Les  or Olwen ring the Parish office   01254 829240
DURING THE SERVICE 
We welcome anyone who would normall takeCommunion in any Christian church to receive. 

If you prefer to receive a blessing please show                the service sheet We have Gluten free wafers,          please ask.         
SAFEGUARDING  NOTICE 
                                                    If you or someone you know may be a victim of domestic abuse please phone our local helpline on 01254 879855 where s Someone is available for a confidential chat between 10.00am - 4.00pm on Mon-Thurs & 10.00am - 3.00pm on Fri. Alternatively there is a 24 hour national helpline on 080 2000 247
LENT LUNCHES    Our Lent Lunches are every Wednesday during Lent 11.30am onwards. Lunch  consist's of  home made soup, roll and butter, and a home made desert.  Coffee / Tea and  biscuits.  The cost will be £5.00.  Proceeds will be divided between Church Funds and Clayton Food Bank.                             


       COME AND JOIN US, EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
EASTER FLOWERS                                                        There will be a box at the back of Church for any donations you would like to contribute towards  the Easter Flowers in Church. The Flower committee appreciate any donations towards the flowers, to make a welcoming display in Church for Easter and any other times. 
WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK
Sunday              8.30am          Breakfast Church         Sunday            10.00am          Holy Communion     
                                  

Tuesday              9.30am         St. Barts Tots     



Tuesday             12.30pm       Funeral of the late  



            Brian Bland    

Tuesday   17TH    NO  TAI Chi  CANCELLED DUE 




  TO A FUNERAL                   
Wednesday     10.00am        Holy Communion    ALL THROUGH LENT                                       Wednesday     11.30am         LENT LUNCHES 
           

 Wednesday     7.00pm
Lent Study Group

Wednesday
8.00pm
Compline     

  DATES FOR DIARIES
MOTHERING SUNDAY
Two members will be enrolled into the Mothers' Union - Marion Baines and Annice Harrison, also Joanne Hustwick will be transferred from the Leeds Diocese into our Gt. Harwood Branch

To raise funds for a new Diocesan Mothers' Union caravan, members will be selling items from their home made stall, please donate generously.

Lady Day Service - Wednesday 25 March - this is an important date in our MU calendar and if possible, could Members please give their support.   Thanks M
RACHELS REFLECTIONS         Good morning everyone. Here’s Rachel’s reflections for today. This week Richard & I went to one of our favourite places. We had a gentle stroll to see the Grot at Rydal. If you’ve never been, I shan’t spoil the surprise! I will say, it’s one of the most spectacular experiences to celebrate Mother Earth.
Strolling back to Ambleside, we talked about how blessed we were to see blue sky and sunshine. We found ourselves in one of our favourite cafés. Greeted like old friends - ‘Hi you two! How lovely to see you again, how have you been?’ After a chat, Michael then brought us two huge mugs of coffee, and bacon butties. Here, we feel welcomed and at home. Nothing too much trouble, top ups of coffee and mini shortbread on the side, all the locals seem to be here too. Made me think, it’s so lovely to have places to feel welcome, amongst people who ask how you are and really want an honest answer. I’m learning to reply with a little more than ‘Fine!’
Recharged, we left the little café, I haven’t mentioned the name of it. If you’re meant to go there, you’ll find it.       A Nod From God       Rachel 
